
PHYSICS 1-2 
Lincoln High School 

2016-2017 
Instructor:  Mrs. Cahn Room:  72 
Contact:  gcahn@sjusd.org         535-6300 ext. 64272 
 
This course is an in depth study of the central concepts of physics requiring basic mathematical 
and problem solving skills. Topics include: motion, forces, work, energy, momentum, 
magnetism, electricity, waves, and astrophysics. The basic text is Glencoe’s “Physics – 
Principles and Problems”. 
 
Materials: 
Students should have pen, pencil, and a three ring binder with lined paper every day. I also 
recommend, but do not require, colored pencils. 
 
Class Requirements: 
1) Assignments: Homework assignments will generally be problem sets that will be due at the 

beginning of class on the assigned due date (usually Thursday). Late homework may be 
turned in within the grading period but will only receive partial credit. Classwork will also 
be included in this category. 

 
2) Labs & Projects: Both Projects and Labs will generally be a group activity and a team lab 

report/project will be submitted for grading. All team members must demonstrate individual 
contributions to the exercise. All team members will be held responsible for the safe use and 
return of all equipment assigned to their group. 

 
3) Quizzes & Tests: Test will generally be scheduled at least two days ahead of time. Make-up 

tests may be different from the original test. You will have as many days as you were absent 
to make-up a test. Scheduled absences (extracurricular activities) on testing days must be 
coordinated with the teacher at least 48 hours in advance. You must schedule your make-up 
test with your instructor. If you fail to contact the instructor for the make-up, you will earn a 
“0” grade. Quizzes may be given and may be unannounced. You may make up a test/quiz 
for up to half of the points that you got wrong. 

 
Grading 

Category Weights: 
Assignments 20% 
Labs & Projects 30% 
Quizzes & Tests 50% 
 

Grading Scale 
A+: 98 - 100 
A: 94 - 97 
A-: 90 - 93 
B+: 88 - 89 
B: 84 - 87 
B-: 80 - 83 

C+: 76 - 79 
C: 72 - 75 
C-: 68 - 71 
D+: 64 - 67 
D: 59 - 63 
D-: 55 - 58 
F:   0 - 54 

 
  



Late Work 
Students are allowed one class day to make up work for each class day of an excused absence, 
plus one extra day. Tests, quizzes, and labs must be completed within a week of an absence. 
Students are responsible for meeting with the instructor to make arrangement to complete 
missing work. Assignments not turned in on the due date will suffer a point reduction of 10 % 
per class day, to a minimum of 50%. If the work is incomplete or poorly done than the grade 
may even be lower. Without an arrangement for turning in late work, no work is accepted after 
the test for a given unit. 
 
Classroom Guidelines: 
It is my expectation that students want a safe and welcoming environment where they are 
respected, and that they are willing to do their part to create and maintain this environment. 
When this is the case, the classroom becomes a fun and engaging place to learn. The following 
guidelines provide a framework for students to create this environment with my guidance. 
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All members of the class will be respectful 
to each other, the room, and the 
materials.  
This means: 
• respectful language 
• keeping tables, chairs, materials, and lab 

equipment in good condition and 
unmarked 

• disposing of food, gum, non-water drinks 
before entering classroom 

 
If you are disrespectful: 
1. Verbal warning 
2. Teacher assigns consequence 
3. Teacher assigns consequence and 

parent contact 
4. Administrative Action 
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All members of the class will be prepared 
to learn and ready with necessary 
materials.  
This means: 
• bringing all materials to class ever day 

(binder, paper, pencils) 
• having assignments ready to turn in on the 

due date 

 
If you are unprepared: 
1. assignments turned in late will have 

10% deducted per day, to a minimum 
of 50% 

2. after the end of a grading period, no 
credit may be earned for late work 
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From bell to bell, all members of the class 
will be ready to engage in learning. 
This means: 
• when tardy bell rings, students and teacher 

are engaged on the first item of the agenda 
• students will actively participate 

throughout the class period 
• Abide by SJUSD Cell Phone Policy 
 

 
If you are disrespectful: 
1. Verbal warning 
2. Teacher assigns consequence 
3. Teacher assigns consequence and 

parent contact 
4. Administrative Action 

 
If an offense is unsafe, habitual/repetitive, hateful, or inexcusable the student will receive an 
automatic referral and the parents will be called (the student handbook lists several zero-
tolerance violations).  



Physics    Student Name:        
Mrs. Cahn 
 
Please sign below to indicate that you have read and agree to adhere to all of the classroom 
policies. By signing, you are agreeing to have a fantastic year and to do your best in this 
class. 
 
Student: I have read the information in the course description and agree to adhere to the 
classroom policies. I will try my hardest and put forth my best effort. 
 
Signature:            
 
Date:     
 
 
Parent/Guardian: I look forward to working with your student this year. Please sign to 
acknowledge that you have reviewed the classroom policies with your student and agree to 
support your student in putting forth his/her best effort. 
 
Parent/Guardian Name:            
 
Signature:              
 
Preferred Contact Information (email address or phone #):        
 
 
 
Second Parent/Guardian (optional):          
 
Signature:              
 
Preferred Contact Information (email address or phone #):        
 
 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT is Thursday, September 29th. Please come and see what your 
students are learning! 


